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The Associate Minister of Conservation, Hon. Peter Dunne 
has announced the make up of the next NZ Game Animal 
Council.

Immediately comes to the fore that the NZ Pig Hunting 
Association has had its representation withdrawn. It is 
extremely important that Pig Hunters are represented on the 
GAC.

Immediately the NZPHA has formal requests in with two 
Government Ministers of the Crown to please explain, this is 
as well as seeking a meeting with the Chairman of the GAC to 
query why? And how does he see the GAC making decisions 
with regard to pig hunting? Where to going forward?

Those answer was not known before this edition went to 
press so readers are referred to the NZPHA website or the 
NZPHA Facebook page where this subject will be updated as 
developments occur.

For a GAC that is charged with managing All Deer, Thar, 
Chamois AND Wild Pig, to operate without representation 
from the National body of Pig hunting appears to be 
misguided in the extreme. An association that represents 
23 Pig Hunting Clubs throughout NZ with a combined 
membership of over 2000 and increasing each year. The 
NZPHA Facebook page and website regularly reach over 5000 
viewers.

The NZPHA (2010) has been a robust supporter of the 
NZGAC (2013) with members volunteering and contributing 
many hours and kilometres from the establishment committee 
stages through to being present in Parliament when the GAC 
Act was passed.

With the ommission of the NZPHA it also does not bode 
well for the recreational hunter. A review of the new lineup 
of the GAC committee does not show any one of them who 
regularly attend pig hunting, deer stalking competitions etc 
where they would have contacts with recreational hunters at 
the grass root level. 

Game Animal Council appointments 
announced
Associate Conservation Minister Hon. Peter Dunne today 
announced new appointments to the Game Animal 
Council (GAC). The GAC was established in 2013 for the 
management of game herds (deer, thar, chamois and pigs) 
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throughout New Zealand. 
 “I am pleased to announce that I am appointing three 

new members to the Council, Richard Burdon, Rachael Dean 
and Stephen Hall, who will join six sitting Councillors,” said 
Mr Dunne.

 
The full Council membership is:
• Richard Burdon of Wanaka, with experience in 

commercial hunting and hunting-related tourism
• Rachael Dean of Cambridge, with experience in 

recreational hunting
• Roger Duxfield, of Putaruru, with experience in hunting-

related tourism
• Stephen Hall of New Plymouth, with experience in nature
 conservation
• Donald (Don) Hammond, of Rotorua, with experience in
 recreational hunting and forestry management
• Professor Geoffrey (Geoff) Kerr, of Christchurch, with 

experience in scientific disciplines relating to game 
animals

• Garry Ottmann, of Rangiora, with experience in game 
animal management

• Alexander (Alec) McIvor, of Rotorua, with experience in
 recreational hunting and Kaitiakitanga
• Carol Watson, of Auckland, with experience in 

recreational hunting and hunting retail
 
“The new Council brings together a wide range of skills, 

attributes, interests and time to govern the work of the GAC. 
As a national body, the new membership provides a diversity 
of skills, sector interests and geographical spread.

 “I have also reappointed Don Hammond as Chairperson 
of the Council. Don’s strong leadership, familiarity with the 
functions of the GAC and excellent relationship skills will, 
I believe, ensure the Council’s successful transition from 
its establishment phase to that of a fully functioning, self-
supporting body that supports and advocates for the hunting 
sector.

 “I would like to place on record my appreciation to retiring 
Council members Mark Brough, Steve McFall, Bill O’Leary, 
Terry Pierson and Roy Sloan for their service and contributions 
to the GAC over the last three years,” said Mr Dunne.  

 
 


