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Section

NO LONGER IS THE ACT OF HUNTING, A BLANKET 
DEFENSE TO THOSE OFFENSES.

Section 30A (3) now provides a new test, in that the conduct 
now had to be part of “generally accepted practise in NZ for 
the hunting or killing of wild animals of that type or animals in 
a wild state of that type.”

Generally accepted practise is not defined in the Animal 
Welfare Act therefore this posed the question, what is 
generally accepted hunting practise in NZ?

Previously the hunting sector had been a mix of 
organisations and mostly individuals.

There had been no overarching body for all hunting 
disciplines.

This changed in 2013 with the passing of the NZ Game 
Animal Council Act which set up a statutory body to represent 
the interests of hunters in general.

In September 2015 in response to a request from the 
National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee, the Game 
Animal Council and the Ministry of Primary Industries 
convened a meeting of major game hunting groups to find 
common ground amongst the hunters of all types, whilst 
recognising the extremely different contexts that apply to 
each. 

Representatives of the NZ Pig Hunting Association, NZ 
Game Estates, NZ Bowhunting Society, NZ Deer Stalkers 
Association, NZ branch of Safari Club International and the 
NZ Profesional Hunting Guides Association resolved to adopt 
the following overarching statement of principles related to 
animal welfare and hunting and this has been ratified by each 
of those organisations.

“Hunters in NZ have a responsibility to conduct their 

method and animal harvest to the highest practicable 
standards of animal welfare with regard to minimising distress 
and suffering and to humanely kill animals being hunted.”

Each individual hunting organisation will develop a code of 
conduct consistent with this statement, applicable to generally 
accepted hunting practises within their hunting method.

Reference to hunting method recognised that multiple 
approaches can be used for any particular species. 

The ability for each organisation to develop its own 
code is important because it recognises the different types 
of practises that have traditionally been accepted in that 
organisation.

Accordingly the NZPHA has developed its own code of 
conduct, which should be regarded as a living document. The 
code is undergoing development and refinement through 
regular and sometimes spontaneous review. An example being 
from the result of a recent court case, showed that some of 
the language (wording) needed to be reviewed. 

They may seem trivial changes to the lay person but not 
only is the NZPHA providing guidelines to ALL the pig hunters 
in NZ, on how they should engage in their hunting activities, 
it is also providing a document that will be a reference for the 
judiciary when making decisions in court cases concerning 
misconduct by pig hunters.

The NZPHA is not a enforcement agency. It is there to 
educate and advise and provide co-ordination and a collective 
voice for pig hunters at a national level.

Drafting the code has been the easy part, the challenge 
will be socialising it amongst pig hunters and getting them to 
accept it.

A copy of the NZPHA Code of Conduct is on the NZPHA 
website: www.nzpighunting.org.nz  n

 
 
 

NZPHA Code of Conduct
Amendments to the Animal Welfare Act in 2015 changed the way hunting in 
NZ is to treated in regard to the wilful or reckless ill treatment of wild 
animals or animals in a wild state.
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