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Following on from issue 47 of Hooked on Boars, the NZPHA 
article “The Grunt”, a new standard of behaviour has been 
drafted by the NZPHA in the form of a Code of Conduct 
that all pig hunters will be expected to abide by. 

This code will guide the Judiciary on what is acceptable 
practice and behaviour in terms of animal welfare in the sport of 
pig hunting. The code of conduct does not just apply to what is 
acceptable in how to dispatch an animal that has been captured 
but includes all facets of pig hunting from the welfare and 
housing of dogs / horses used in hunting, to the transporting of 
dogs to the hunt, eg. nobody wants to see more dogs carried in 
a dog crate than what the dog crate is designed for. The days of 
carrying dead animals over the bonnet of vehicles in full public 
view, are not acceptable. While engaged in pig hunting, the pig 
hunter will not knowingly enter into illegal activity against the 
laws of NZ. Among other things, pig hunters should conduct 
themselves in a manner that does not bring themselves or any 
club or association that they are affiliated to, into disrepute. 
This does not just apply to the physical act of hunting but also 
how the hunter portrays themselves in the electronic media. 

The code has had its first draft and is likely to be ratified 
subject to minor amendments and then publicly released at 
the next NZPHA committee meeting.

From the last NZPHA committee meeting, the Chairman 
of the NZ Game Animal Council, Don Hammond, was present 

NEW CODE OF CONDUCT
and gave a report on the activities of the GAC. 

Of the many topics discussed, the main concerns were in 
the subject of “licensing of recreational hunters”.  Contrary 
to rumours there are NO proposals by the GAC for the 
licensing of recreational hunters. The GAC is certainly 
looking at all avenues for the funding of the GAC. But from 
the recreational hunting sector, the GAC is exploring more 
indirect mechanisms for recreation to contribute to the 
protection of hunting. This is a fairer way of us all investing 
in the future of our sport. The average recreational hunter 
prepared to purchase a decent firearm is not going to be 
concerned if a small amount is levied on that firearm or on 
a packet of ammunition. This will not be an issue for pig 
hunters since how many packets of ammunition would you 
use annually while pig hunting. 

The 2016 NZPHA AGM is set for Sunday 27th June 
to be held at the Te Awamutu Information Centre, 1 Gorst 
Ave, Te Awamutu, starting at 1pm sharp. Don Hammond, 
Chairman of the NZ Game Animal Council has been invited 
to be the guest speaker.

Pig Hunters are asked to review the latest Battle for the 
Birds 2016 press release that has been released by the GAC 
and NZDA. It can be found on the NZPHA & GAC & NZDA 
websites as well as many face book forums. Complete the 
short survey and have your input n
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