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In previous articles the New Zealand Pig Hunting Association 
informed pig hunters of changes to the Animal Welfare Act 
with respect to how hunting is treated in the Act. The main 
change was that rather than hunting being covered by a 
blanket exemption from animal welfare regulations per se, 
the Act now sets out that conduct must be consistent with 
what is generally acceptable in New Zealand

The recent sentencing of two Gisborne men who were 
found guilty of wilful ill-treatment of an animal resulting in 
the death of the animal has further strengthened the view 
that even under the old Animal Welfare Act hunting could 
not be used to justify cruelty to hunted game. 

The men who encouraged their dogs to viciously and 
repeatedly attack live goats, one of which had a broken leg. 
As part of their defence they put forward the argument that 
this was just an integral part of hunting.

Videos posted on Facebook showed an adult male goat 
being held while two pit bull type dogs were encouraged to 
attack the goat. In the video, the dogs bite the goat’s face, 
lips, nose, and neck for several minutes while one man 
laughs and shouts encouragement to the dogs. The goat 
eventually dies after having its throat cut.

A Veterinarian concluded from watching the footage 
that the dogs inflicted significant violence on the goat, the 
Defendant encouraged this, and the prolonged suffering and 
slow death of the goat was unacceptable.

A second goat is dragged by its right hind leg, which 
appears to have an open fracture in the femur, while pit 
bull type dogs attack the goat. The goat’s screams can be 
clearly heard throughout. Three dogs repeatedly bite the goat 
on the neck and face. The goat tries to flee but collapses 
on its fractured hind leg. Both Defendants can be heard 
enthusiastically encouraging the dogs throughout.

 A Veterinarian concluded from watching the footage that 
the goat would have been in extreme pain from the fractured 
leg and the prolonged attack by the dogs. A high level of 
violence was displayed and the Defendants encouraged and 
enjoyed the violence.

Ric Odom, CEO of SPCA New Zealand said that “this 
case is an example of an alarming increase in what you could 
call ‘recreational cruelty’.”

“This tends to feature young men and the subjects of their 
cruelty are usually so-called pest species, like possums, goats, 
and rabbits. They often film themselves doing it and then post 
the videos on YouTube or Facebook. Sometimes they justify 
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GRUNT!

Celebrating 20+ years 
judging pig hunts around 
the country, you can be sure 
Ridgeline knows pig hunters! 
We’ve buddied up with the 
NZ Pig Hunting Association 
to help support your sport. 
We have some great gears 
and with $10 per item 
donated to the Association - 
you can’t be fairer than that.

The Staydry Pant, Morepork Short Sleeved Bush 
Shirt and the Premium Zip tee will keep you warm 
and comfortable while hunting that 2-tonner you 
know is out there. 

How to Order
• Go online to www.ridgeline.co.nz
• Click on the Pig Hunting Association logo
• Follow the instructions

Not an association member? It only costs $10 
to belong to the association which represents 
your best hunting interests. Check out                        
www.nzpighunting.org.nz or send an email 
to join today at nzpighunters@xtra.co.nz

MOREPORK SHIRT

$69.99

STAYDRY PANT

$69.99

PREMIUM ZIP TEE

$34.99
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STICKIN’ WITH
PIG HUNTINGFAITHFUL

New Standards of Behaviour 
to be set for Pig Hunters

their behaviour by saying the animals are ‘just pests’.
“Let’s be very clear about this: New Zealand legislation 

is designed to protect all animals against this kind of abuse. 
Even though the act of hunting and killing an animal is a 
lawful activity in New Zealand, once an animal has been 
‘captured’ for the purpose of killing it, people are legally 
obliged to kill it in such a way that the animal doesn’t suffer 
unreasonable or unnecessary pain or distress.

 “The recently passed Animal Welfare Amendment Act 
has strengthened these obligations by creating specific 
offences for the reckless and wilful ill treatment of wild 
animals. It is simply unacceptable to encourage dogs to 
attack a wild animal that has been captured and we will 
vigorously investigate anyone who does so.”

NZPHA executive members and Game Animal 
Councillors Steve Mc Fall and Garry Ottmann appeared as 
expert witnesses for the prosecution in the case and both 
concluded that what was depicted in the videos could not be 
justified in the name of hunting. 

In summing up the case, Judge JC Down said: “…the 
hunter’s responsibility remains to humanely dispatch that 
animal as soon as possible … Not all hunters will be aware 
of codes of practice. But all hunters are, in my view, subject 
to the law as it stands in the statue book. It is often stated 
that ignorance of the law is no defence and there is no 
clearer example of that than in this case...”

To assist hunters to understand their obligations in terms 
of animal welfare and what is generally accept hunting 
practice, The New Zealand Pig Hunting Association in 
conjunction with the Game Animal Council will be compiling 
a code of conduct for Pig Huntng. We will be consulting 
both experts and others in the pig hunting fraternity to arrive 
at what will be generally accepted behaviour. Hunters need 
to be acutely aware of what they should and should not do 
as part of their hunting experience.
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