
 
 

Department of Conservation Te Papa Atawhai 
Central Otago District Office 
P O Box 93, Wanaka, 9343 

 
 
15th Sep 2016 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Aerial 1080 operations in the Makarora and Wilkin Valleys 
 
DOC is currently preparing for aerial 1080 operations in the Makarora and Wilkin Valleys.  This work 
is part of Battle for Our Birds which aims to save New Zealand’s wildlife from a surge in the numbers 
of introduced predators – www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/battle-for-our-birds. 
 
This letter is being sent to wide range of organisations, businesses, clubs and interested people to 
ensure the public are kept updated on progress.  Attached is a factsheet that provides details, a map of 
the treatment area and important safety precautions.  It would be appreciated if you can distribute this 
information further.  Please note: 
 

 The operation will start anytime from Saturday the 1st October.  Two days are required.  The first 
will be for the sowing of non-toxic ‘pre-feed’ pellets, followed by toxic bait pellets about a week 
later.  It is important to have at least 24 hours of dry weather before and after each drop; 
 

 It is strongly recommended that people do not enter the treatment area during both the ‘pre-feed’ 
and toxic phases of the operation.  Access to the Blue Pools and Cameron-Blue Pools link track 
will be restricted.  People planning to visit the Makarora or Wilkin Valleys (and tributaries) from 
Saturday the 1st October onwards should check with a DOC visitor centre for details; 

 

 The operation will be staged from a site at Cameron Flat (opposite the campground).  For both the 
‘pre-feed’ and toxic drops this site will be temporarily closed to public entry; 

 

 You will receive an email notice 24 hours prior to each of the ‘pre-feed’ and toxic drops.  This 
could be sent over a weekend - with our changeable weather more warning cannot be guaranteed. 
 

If you do not wish to receive further messages regarding the Makarora aerial 1080 operation, or to 
provide alternative contact details, please contact Chris Hankin in the first instance on 
chankin@doc.govt.nz, 0275 366 805.   
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
Mike Tubbs - Operations Manager, Central Otago 
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